


 

 

Drug trafficking patterns on the Southern Route 
• Seasonal nature of maritime heroin trafficking across the Indian 
Ocean. 
• Confirmed routes to destinations in Eastern Africa and South Asia.  
• A further threat that landing points in Africa are moving south.  
 

Impact of heroin trafficking on the Southern Route 
• Funding of al-Qaeda-linked groups. 
• Further Threats to Peace and Security. 
 

Onward routes of drug trafficking from Indian Ocean states 
• Limited number of small heroin seizures. 
• Need to share information on heroin stamps and purity.   

 



Trafficking Methodology 
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Trafficking Methodology 
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North-Easterly Monsoon 

Quantity of Heroin Seized by Season 

87 per cent from November to June (NE Monsoon)

8 per cent in September-October

5 per cent in July - August



International Waters 

Quantity of Heroin Seized by Location 

87 per cent in International Waters

6 per cent in Territorial waters

7 per cent Onshore



Seizure Trends 
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Multiple Routes Across the Indian Ocean 

Heroin trafficked on 
maritime routes has been 
seized by law enforcement 
in the Maldives, Seychelles 
and Sri Lanka 



Drug Trafficking via Container 

Drug Seizures from Shipping Containers in Sri Lanka, 2013 to 2016 
 



Concentration of the Opiate Trade Close 
to Exit Routes to the Makran Coast 

Afghan Opium Cultivation by Region - 2015 
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Funding of al-Qaeda-linked groups 
 

Nexuses documented in 
reporting to the United 
Nations Security Council: 

• Taliban revenue. 

• Trafficking vessel stopped 
off Somali coast, possibly 
took on al-Shabaab fighters 

• ‘Muene Network’ – logistics 
to move both al-Shabaab 
personnel and heroin. 



Threats to Peace and Security 

The lack of large onshore heroin seizures since 2012 highlights the 
threat that organised crime groups trafficking large amounts of 
drugs on maritime routes have compromised some efforts to counter 
these illegal activities.  
 
• Corruption 
 
• Facilities compromised 
 
• Multiple illicit flows 
 



Onward Routes of Drug Trafficking from Indian 
Ocean states 
 The small size and number of 

interdictions made from vehicles and at 
airports highlights the importance of 
seizing heroin in bulk quantities, before 
it can be broken down and moved across 
porous borders. 

 

Stamps on drug consignments have the 
potential to contain considerable 
amounts of information, providing detail 
on the manufacturer and location of 
production.  




